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UR Difcourfe is all now about breaking the 
Union, and having a Bill brought into Par- 
: liament for diffolving the Union. 1 have 
id enough formerly to the Queftion, Whether the 
70m can Or cannot be diffolv’d; and J am fill of 
Opinion, without in the leaf refleAing upon the 
trliament, that it cannot: Becaufe, as I have al- 
ays {aid, that Power which made itis not in Be- 
a, and nothing can make yoid a Being, but the 
bwer that created it, 
Hut waving this Matter, and all that has been 
dor done in Parliament about it, which it be- 
es not me to meddle with; I would in as (erie 
§ a manner as poffible, offer afew Enquiries to 
ofe who think the Unron ought to be broken and 
Joly’d ; which I fhall {peak a little to as I go on. 
ts In what State or Condition do you think, 
_ or Is it, probable, England and Scotland mutt 
_ live, I mean relating to one another, and rela- 
ting to Peace and War, if the Union fhauld be 
_ diflolv’d ? ; 
2. In what Condition will both Parts of the Ifand 
_ be, as to the Proteftant Sueceffion, in Cafe of a 
_ ditlolving the the Union? Will the Succeffion 
_ be itronger or weaker ? Willit be better fecur’d, 
or worfe, by it ? 
3 How long do you think, or is it probable, af- 
_ ter the diffolving the Union, would it be, be- 
_ fore the Pretender would be Proclaimed King 
there? 
4. Is it poffible that a Man of common Senfé can 
~ defire the Union fhould be diffolv’d, and not be 
a Traytor to the Proteftant Succeffion, and a 
_ Friend to the Pretender ? 
¢.W hat Condition would the Presbyterian Church, 
| now fettled in Scotland, be in, if the Union was 
_ to be diflolved ? And how long would it ftand ? 
I could ofer a great many more Queries of this 
ire; but I with wife Men would confider thefe a 
tle ferioufly, when they talk of diflolving the U- 
bn.. There's no bearing this, {aid the Flownder in 
the Irying-Pan, and out it-jumpt into the Fire. 
here may be hardthips, there may be prefling Tax- 
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es and Burthens grievous to bear, Fam very forry 
for them: But they who talk of diffolving the Uni- 
on for this, like the Difciples whom our Saviour re- 
prov’d, it may be {aid to them, % know not what 
Spirit you are of. I prefume to fay, they do nat fuf- 
ficiently confider what diffolving the Union is, 
and what would follow it. 

To hear a Jacobite, a Scot's Epifcopal Man, or a 
Non-Juror fay the Union is broke, and ought to be 
declared void: I do not wonder at it at ail; they 
are in the right of it, as Jacobites, they have no o- 
ther Game to play for the Pretender: But to hear 
a Member of the Church of Scotland, that loves Li- 
berty and the Revolution; e/ fay, tojhear him talk 
{o, is to hear a Man talk delirious, and befides him- 
felf, and to fuppofe him many degrees worfé than 

a eo 

The Queitions above are not Feffts ; any Man that 
looks into our ftate here, and the ftate of Svotland 
there, will not find them fo ; The powerful Faétion 
of the Jacobites, tho’ it is not fo ftrorg as to be 
feared by England, is too ftrong not to be feared by 
Scotland — Not but that the Presbyterian eftablith’d 
Intereft in Scotland, if well Supported, and efpeci- 
ally if well United, would be fufficient to Oppofe 
and Supprefs too all the Power of the Jacobites a- 
mong them; Mark it, I fay among them’, but if the 
Faccbite Party are fupported from abroad, who-fhall 
withitand him there? Nor are the honeft People fo 
united among themfelves, which is {till worfe, as to 
be in a condition to with{tand any confiderable 
Strength of Foreign help, that the Jacobite Intereft 
might procure, ah 

Farther ; If Scotland were divided from England 
again, and her feparate Conttitution reftor’d, how 
far the French King will underftand his prefent Trea- 
ty to extend to a Peace with the Queen of Scotland, 
is net for me to determine; or whether he a 
think himfelf obliged, by the Treaty, not to aflil 
the Pretender in fetting himfelfup in Scotland, is 
difficult to anfwer. He has ancient Leagues, {utb- 
fiting between Scotland and France, that may oblige 
him, as they did his Anceftors, always to fupport 

Scotland 


Scotland againit Englands and I only refer it to any 
fober, unbyais’d Judgment, a Friend to Scotland and 
the Revolution, to determine for himfelf, what 
would be their Cafe, if they were divided from En- 
gland, and the Pretender fhould land among them. 

Firft; They cannot imagin that England will fit ftill 
and fee Her Majelty robb’d of her Crown of Scot- 
band, or fit ftill and fee Scetland pofle(s’d by a Popith 
Prince, and a aes Power ; they that think fo 
muft prepare their Minds for ftrange times here, as 
well as there. If Scotland then becomes the Seat of 
a bloody Popifh War, and the Fate of the Prote- 
ftant Succeffion fhould come to be decided in that 
Country by the Sword: What can they expe& from 
fuch an Event, but to fall a Prey to the Conqueror, 
on one fide or on the other? 

From this Confideration I prefume to fay, That 
Jet the Gentlemen be never fo angry at the prefent 
hardfhip they are-under, (I with they had no caufe 
to complain) but when they talk of remedying it 
by breaking the Union, and feparating themfelves 
from England, e/pecially at this time, when a Popith 
Pretender is at their Door; I doubt they have not 
well confidered the thing in its true Afpe@, and in 
its Confequences. 

Nay, they have not confider’d it as to the real 
Intereft of the Church, which tho’ you may think 
it ftrange, I fhall explain to your Convi@ion: I'll 
allow there have been fome fteps taken fince the 
Union, that has feem’d to encroach upon the Church 
of Scotland, and render the Eftablifhment, made at 
the Union, lefs capable of exerting its own Powers ; 
and fome have call'd the‘ things breaking the U- 
nion ——~ If oid had faid fo, as openly as they 
_ do now, of the Malt Tax, it had more-to be faid 
t6 in their Excufe, and perhaps more would 
have been of their Opinion: But that they 

are more fenfibly touch’d now, looks as if fome 
People have a quicker Senfe of [njuries, when they 
touch their Money, than when they touch their 
Religion: But let that pafs; Let thefe Hardthips, 
I fay, be never fo great, and let thefe Gentlemen 
think themflves never fo ill treated by our Church- 
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men, yet I muft tell them, the Church c 
is now under the Proteétion of England, - 


both x apa 


yter 
as much as they pleafe, they are under soles 
bythe Conftitution now, both to preferve and pr 


they may do as 
they can not fall fingle. 


Liberty, 
Hope, and Saviour. 
wife, anfwer for it. 
They who among the Englif t 
Union broke, ought to Contider farther, he 
England is qualifed to fuffer fuch a Neig 
Scotland would be, when poffefs’d by Pope 
Jacobitifm, and when the Queen’s Capita 
ing Enemy fhould be upon the Throne ther 
They who among the Stors are for hav 
Union broken, if Presbyterians, ought to Co 
what State the Church of Scotland would 
How in a Condition to refilt the Pretender: . 
a Condition to bear the Weight, when he 
Cruth them by a Popifh and French Invafi 
Abroad, and by a barbarous Faétion at Ho 
Whether they would ftoop to ask Aid fi 
land, or no, is not the prefent Cafe; but 
Engiand could not fit ftill, and fee Scotland 1 
from their Sovereign by the Pretender; upon | 
foot England ought to at, or would aét, is no 
me, but for them to Confider of. . 
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